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On board M/V Ortelius

M/V Ortelius was built in 1989 in Gdynia, Poland as a special-purpose research vessel for the Russian
Academy of Science. She was originally named “Marina Svetaeva” after a well-known Russian poetess and
writer. The vessel was purchased by Oceanwide Expeditions in 2011, re-flagged in The Netherlands, and re-
named Ortelius. She was extensively re-fitted in 2019 and complies with the latest SOLAS-regulations (Safety
Of Life At Sea). M/V Ortelius is 91.25 m long, 17.2 m wide and has a maximum draft of 5.4 m. She has ice
class UL1 (Equivalent to 1A, POLAR CODE), 10.5 knots average cruising speed and propulsion is 6 ZL 40/48
SULZER, that allows her sailing for 44 days **without needing to stop**. Ortelius is named after the Dutch
cartographer Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598) who published the first modern world atlas, the “Theatrum Orbis
Terrarum” (Theatre of the World) in 1570. Her home port is Vlissingen.
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CAPTAIN PER ANDERSSON

and his international crew of 55

Chief Officer:

Second Officer:

Third Officer:

Chief Engineer:

Hotel Manager:
Assistant Hotel Manager:
Head Chef:

Expedition Leader
Assistant Expedition Leader
Expedition Guide
Expedition Guide
Expedition Guide
Expedition Guide
Expedition Guide
Expedition Guide

Kayak Leader

Lead Mountain Guide
Mountain Guide

Ship’s Doctor

Vladyslav Rozhynsky

Nino Czimic

lan Vicente
Guntis Dizbite
Ingrid van de Loo

Maleen van Moorsel

Heinz Hacker

Chris Long

Koen Hoekemeijer
Allan White

Héléne de Méringo

Chloe Power

Marco Rosso

Valeria Sainz Herrera

Li Ye

Adam Harmer

David McKinley

Andy Perkins

Jaye Martin

[Ukraine]
[Croatia]
[Philippines]
[Latvia]
[Netherlands]
[Netherlands]
[Austria]

[New Zealand]
[Netherlands]
[Falkland Islands]
[France]
[Australia]
[Italy]
[Argentina]
[China]

[UK]

[New Zealand]
[France]

[Australia]

WELCOME YOU ON BOARD!
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Day 1 — Wednesday 4t" March 2026 — Embarkation Day, Ushuaia and
The Beagle Channel

1800 GPS Position: 54°50.9’S; 068°06.4‘W

Wind: W- 6/7+ Sea: Calm « Weather: Calm « Air Temp: + 5 °C

The day of embarkation began under wet and windy conditions in Ushuaia, as the overcast
sky showered us with a drizzle of rain, but it didn’t dampen our spirits! We couldn’t be happier
to walk on board the cosy dry
ship of Ortelius, our new home
for the next 14 days where

adventure awaited us.

This was not just a cruise, but
the beginning of a unique and
adventurous experience and for g
most of us, a once-in-a-lifetime

trip.

Once we were all aboard and *=
got our bearings, the ship’s mandatory safety procedures began which included a short video
outlining the ship’s rules and regulations, followed by a safety briefing and drill. This
familiarised everyone on board with the emergency procedure and prepared us in case of

_abandoning ship. During the drill, w elighted r first sighting of whales!

Numerous humpback
whales breached out of the
windy waves in the Beagle
Channel, putting on quite
the display! Not only did we
see whales, but an array of
birdlife including black-
browed albatross, rock
cormorants, giant petrels
and kelp gulls flying
through the wind. This got
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us so excited for the many more species we would hope to see soon. After the drill, Captain
Per then formally welcomed us and introduced our voyage ahead. We were then introduced
to the Expedition Team, the people who would be guiding us through this region for the next
two weeks. Their backgrounds ranged from working at research stations, marine biology,
history, oceanography, geology, to photography. We wouldn’t wait to learn more about

Antarctica from all of them.

The evening continued with a scrumptious dinner in the restaurant, where we had the
opportunity to meet one another and share travel stories and the reasons why we decided to

venture to this southern land. What an exciting time ahead for us!

A

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS



Day 2 — Thursday 5'" March 2026 - The Drake Passage Southbound
12:00 GPS Position: 56° 51.9’ S; 068°08.0° W
Wind: SW-7 « Sea: Moderate « Weather: Overcast « Air Temp: + 5.5°C
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We began the day
with our very first
wake-up call from our
expedition leader
Chris. After a night of
proper Drake rocking
and rolling, it felt a
little like waking up
inside a giant washing
machine, thankfully

one with excellent

{ ocean views.

Throughout the morning the Drake decided to show us a bit more of its personality. Waves

smashed dramatically against the bridge windows, reminding us that we were truly in one of

the most famous stretches of ocean on the planet. Some of us embraced the motion like

seasoned sailors... while others decided the wisest strategy was to spend some quality time

relaxing in bed and negotiating with their stomachs. The Drake always wins the first round.

Despite the lively seas, the
day was full of preparations
for the adventures ahead.
Adam gathered the future
paddlers for the kayaking
briefing, explaining how we
would soon be gliding quietly
among ice and wildlife,
hopefully with slightly less
rolling than today.
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Next up, Andy and Dave introduced the plans for hiking in Antarctica. They talked us through
the safety procedures, the different hiking options, and the kind of terrain we might encounter
once we reached the White Continent. Boots, layers, and enthusiasm were all strongly

recommended.

At lunchtime, the bridge team did their absolute best to position the ship in a way that allowed
us to enjoy our meal with minimal acrobatics. Plates stayed mostly on the tables, glasses

behaved themselves, and we counted that as a major victory over the Drake.

In the afternoon, Marco and Chloe hosted the camping briefing. They explained how we would
spend a night out on the Antarctic snow, sleeping under the southern sky (and possibly next
to a curious penguin or two). It sounded both exciting and just the right amount of adventure.

Later, Valeria gave a
captivating presentation
on photography in
Antarctica. She shared
tips on how to capture
wildlife, landscapes, and
those unforgettable polar
moments. Cameras
across the room seemed
to perk up in anticipation.

During recap, Chris told

us more about our trusty : .

ship and outlined the plans for tomorrow as we continue southward. Andy followed with an
explanation of wind and sea states, helping us understand exactly what the Drake had been
throwing at us today. Chloe then gave us a wonderful visual demonstration of seabird sizes—
using a rope stretched across the bar to show their real wingspans. Let’s just say some of

those birds are a lot bigger than we imagined.

After a delicious dinner, we returned to the gentle (and occasionally not-so-gentle) rhythm of
the Drake Passage. The sea had calmed a little, but the ship was still giving us a friendly

reminder that we were very much at sea.
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All'in all, it was a day of rocking, rolling, learning, and preparing. Antarctica was getting closer,

and the excitement on board was definitely building.

Day 3 - Friday 6t" March 2026 — Southbound towards the Antarctic
Circle

12:00 GPS Position: 61°34.2’ S; 067° 28.23' W

Wind: SW-5 « Sea: Rippled « Weather: Cloudy ¢ Air Temp: + 3.9 °C

This morning, we were happy to wake up to much better sea conditions than the previous
day. The heavy pitching and rolling that had forced so many of us to stay in bed had given
way to a much gentler motion, and Ortelius was back up to full speed as she pushed ever
southwards. During the wake-up call by Expedition Leader Chris at 07:45, it was revealed

that overnight we had crossed latitude 60° South - the geographical boundary of Antarctica.

After breakfast, expedition guide Allan invited us to join him in the bar for his lecture about
‘Sledge Dogs - the Unsung Heroes of Antarctic Exploration.” This was a tribute to the
humble, hard-working huskies that helped unlock the secrets of Antarctica. Without their
dedication and sacrifice, our knowledge of Antarctica would not be where it is today. The last
dogs left Antarctica in 1994, leaving behind the spirits of thousands of huskies that were
born, lived, explored and died on that frozen continent. Allan also introduced us to three

historic huts that we hoped to have the opportunity to visit on this voyage.

Following a break, we were invited back to the bar to join Expedition Leader Chris for two

mandatory briefings. First up was Zodiac operations, which included important guidance on

how to prepare ourselves for
going ashore and the safe use of
the black inflatable boats that
would provide the link between
the ship and Antarctica. Then we
were introduced to the visitor
guidelines, as laid down by the
International Association of
Antarctic Tour Operators. These

are all about the protection of
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Antarctica and making sure we do our bit to preserve its unique pristine status.

Next on the agenda was the collection of our Muck boots, the essential waterproof footwear
needed for every excursion from the ship. This was done in the lecture room on Deck 3
where boots of all sizes found their new best friend for the next week or so. Immediately
after, we were encouraged to find kayak leader Adam in the bar where sign up lists for the
various basecamp activities began. Then it was lunch time..... another fantastic buffet spread
served by head chef

Heinz and his team in the

galley.

The afternoon began with
a call to the bar deck by
deck for a mandatory
biosecurity inspection by

the expedition team. This

was to ensure that all our & e .

outdoor equipment was clean and free from any contaminants that should not be transported
to Antarctica. It was a slow process, but vitally important, as each and every one of us
agreed that we should all do our bit to help protect this magical wilderness. The enthusiasm
with which all guests approached the biosecurity was something very refreshing for the

expedition team.

There followed a quiet period in the schedule. As the sea state settled down even more,
many people enjoyed the outer decks and a welcome dose of fresh air. Occasional seabirds
like black-browed albatrosses and giant petrels glided by with elegance and easy, as if to
wish us well on our journey towards higher latitudes and the land of ice and snow. Hanging
out on the bridge, we got to chat with members of the expedition team and the officers on
watch. What a privilege it was to have the open bridge policy, something that Captain Per is

very enthusiastic about.

As the afternoon wore on, conditions outside became more and more sublime. The sky had
cleared, bathing Ortelius in glorious sunshine. And the sea had become a true ‘Drake Lake'.
Such a welcome feeling after the ‘Drake Shake’ of the day before! At 16:30 expedition guide
Marco invited us to the bar for his lecture - ‘An Introduction to Antarctica’. Covering all

aspects of what makes this unique place so special, Marco painted an extremely vivid
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portrait of the least known continent on our planet. He explained how it is the highest, the

driest, the coldest, the oldest and the remotest place on Earth. A true land of superlatives!

The evening briefing by Chris delivered very exciting news, with the prospect of three great
things in the plans for tomorrow. Firstly, we should catch our first sight of Antarctica.
Secondly, we were aiming to cross the Antarctic Circle in the late morning. And finally, the
plan was to make our first landing in the afternoon. When Chris asked for a show of hands to
see who had crossed the Antarctic Circle before, only one guest (Rene who had done the
previous two voyages) raised his hand. Tomorrow was set to be a very big day for everyone,

and there was an exciting buzz in the bar. Dinner followed, and then many enjoyed some

time on the outer decks as the sun went down.
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Day 4 — Saturday 7" March 2026 — Crossing the Antarctic Circle and
Detaille Island

12:00 GPS Position: 66° 39.1’ S; 067° 15.6° W
Wind: NW-2 « Sea: Calm « Weather: Fog « Air Temp: + 2 °C

The day began, as many good days do, with breakfast. While some guests spent time on the
bridge enjoying the view
and scanning the
horizon, Chloe offered
an engaging lecture on
penguins for those
eager to learn more
about Antarctica’s most
charismatic residents.
Outside, the wildlife was |
already active: fulmars
gliding alongside the
ship, grey-headed

albatrosses and cape

petrels sweeping over

the waves, and several humpback whales surfacing in the distance.

At 11:00 a.m., Ortelius reached an important milestone, crossing the legendary Antarctic Circle
at 66°33’ South. To celebrate the occasion, guests were invited—some more enthusiastically
than others—to put on their swimsuits and gather on deck. In a memorable ceremony, they

were welcomed across the line with a

WE CROSSED THE

ANTARCTIC CIRCLE
TR . - —

refreshing spray from the ship’s fire

hose. Fortunately, a warming reward

quickly  followed: hot chocolate
enhanced with a splash of rum and
topped with whipped cream, which was
greatly appreciated in the Antarctic air.
After a hearty and well-deserved lunch,
the afternoon brought a landing on

Detaille Island. This small island hosts
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a historic scientific hut that served British expeditions between 1956 and 1959, offering a

fascinating glimpse into the early days of Antarctic research.

The  group
was divided
into two.
While one
half explored
the island
and visited
the historic
hut, the other
enjoyed a

Zodiac cruise

along the !
coast. From the boats they observed Adélie penguins, Antarctic fur seals, and several Weddell
seals resting peacefully on the ice. A soft fog drifted through the area, creating beautiful light

and lending the landscape a particularly atmospheric character.

Later in the day, everyone returned to the ship for the daily recap and dinner, during which the
plans for the following day were presented. For many, the evening ended there. However, a

motivated group had one more adventure ahead.

After re-equipping themselves with camping gear, they boarded the Zodiacs once again and
headed back toward Detaille Island. The short journey from the ship took place in thick fog,

adding a sense of mystery to the excursion.

On shore, Chloe, Li, and Marco were waiting to welcome them and explain how to spend a
comfortable and enjoyable night in this remarkable environment. The group learned that they

would be collected at 5:30 a.m. the next morning.

Excitement was palpable. Spending a night camping on a remote Antarctic island is not an
everyday experience, and the group eagerly prepared their sleeping spots in the snow, ready

to enjoy a truly memorable night in the quiet and magic of Antarctica.
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CAMPING

Location: Detaille Island

Total number of persons: 56 (+ 3 guides: Marco, Chloe & Li)
Overnight temperature: -2.2 °C

Terrain: ~5 cm of snow

We got dropped off by the expedition team in the zodiacs at around 8: 30 pm, and the swell
had increased a little since our landing in the afternoon which made the ride quite adventurous
as our drivers had to safely navigate around moving icebergs and narrow channels. Our
camping spot was a little up the hill so it was a bit of a trek with our sleeping kits. We could
choose between one of two sites within the safety perimeter, with most going for the bottom
site with the prime real estate- a waterfront view. Despite the snow being fairly shallow, we
could use shovels to level out the area we wanted to sleep on, being careful to not be too
strenuous and get too sweaty as this would only make us more cold in the end. We had an
idyllic toilet view, gazing out into the iceberg dotted bay and some lanterns nearby in case we
couldn’t see what we were doing! The time of the year in Antarctica means we actually get
some dark skies, which a lot of us were not expecting. Sadly, the fog layer was quite thick so
not many stars were spotted, but the sounds of the nearby crashing waves gave us the most

melodic lullaby to all asleep to. Some of us didn’t even sleep a wink as we were too
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mesmerised by the sounds! We got woken up by the guides at 5:00 am, and carefully walked
back down towards the landing site minding our steps as the freshly fallen snow from overnight
had caused the rocks to become quite slippery. Our zodiac chariots awaited us in no time,
taking us back through the ice-laden channels and to the warmth and comforts of Ortelius.
Some of us went back to sleep, others were still buzzing form the wonderful night we had and

chatted amongst each other sharing stories over a morning coffee in the bar.

Day 5 - Sunday 8t" March 2026 - Navigation around the Gunnel &
Blaiklock Island

12:00 GPS Position: 67° 04.5’ S; 067° 41.7” W

Wind: NE-2 « Sea: Rippled * Weather: Clear sky « Air Temp: +1.1 °C

An early rise for the brave campers who spent the night on Detaille Island. Despite the
thick fog, the group still enjoyed the crashing sound of the waves and the relentless

battering of the long swell on the reefs and rocks surrounding the island.

Once everyone was on board, MV Ortelius lifted anchor and was on her way across
Hanusse Bay
under a
beautiful and
serene

sunrise,

which most of
us witnessed |
on the outer
decks after
Chris’ wake-
up call. The

beautiful blue

sky was
streaked with high, elongated cirrus clouds, while numerous icebergs dotted the bay. In
the distance, the imposing snow-capped peaks of Adelaide Island rose above the Marr

Piedmont Glacier.

Our intended plan was to navigate across the narrow passage between Hansen Island

and the Arrowsmith Peninsula, known as the Gunnel. However, despite the skilled
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manoeuvring of the bridge team, guided by the experienced Captain Per, we eventually
found the channel blocked by a few medium-sized icebergs. Plan B therefore needed to
be implemented, and we retraced our course to try our luck on the western side of the

island through the Tickle Channel.

As usual on an expedition voyage, the alternative plan turned out to be even better. Not
only were we delighted by even better weather and impressive views around the ship, but
we were also lucky enough to have a great encounter with a curious pod of Type B1

orcas.

This species is a distinctive ecotype of killer whale that lives in the icy waters around
Antarctica. They are recognizable by their large size, striking black-and-white coloration
with a gray “cape” across their backs, and a unique adaptation to life among sea ice.

These orcas are famous for their cooperative hunting technique called wave-washing, in

o » 3

which groups ==

g

swim together to
create waves that
wash seals off
floating ice floes E
and into the water
where they can
be captured.
Their diet mainly
includes  seals,
and their social
groups are highly = =
coordinated, demonstrating complex communication and teamwork. Type B1 orcas are
also known for their habit of sliding onto ice to grab prey before wriggling back into the
ocean, showcasing their remarkable intelligence and adaptability in one of the harshest

marine environments on Earth.

After an hour of observation, we left the pod behind and resumed our voyage southbound.
The Tickle Channel proved to be navigable, and our course was set toward the Gunnel
before eventually entering the much larger Labeouf Fjord, slowly creeping into Marguerite
Bay and the area explored and surveyed in 1909—1910 by the second French expedition

led by Jean-Baptiste Charcot.
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Lunch was quickly served as we wanted to maximize our time on the outside decks,

enjoying the ship’s cruise and the magnificent landscape. Our luck was once again proven

when, while passing Day Island on the port side and Adelaide Island on the starboard

side, another pod of eight killer whales was sighted. This time the cetaceans were less

curious and continued along their original course, leaving us with only a glimpse of their

beautiful dorsal fins.

Chris and the expedition team quickly set up Plan C for the day, and the ship detoured

toward Blaiklock Island.
Eventually setting foot
on land in the early
afternoon, we enjoyed a
well-deserved stroll
across the ‘tundra-like’
landscape of this barren
island tucked into the
corner of Bigourdan
Fjord. A six-kilometre
round-trip hike led us
past the old Blaiklock

refuge, originally set up in the late 1950s by the team stationed on Horseshoe Island,

along a cobbly beach guarded by brown skuas and up to a great viewpoint where the

vistas spanned the glaciated peaks and valleys of the Arrowsmith Peninsula and the

imposing Pourquoi-Pas Island.

Certainly a great day blessed with good weather, interesting navigation, and the privilege

of two orca sightings; truly all the best that Antarctica could deliver.
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Day 6 — Monday 9t" March 2026- Horseshoe Island & Calmette Bay

1200 GPS Position: 67°48.1° S; 067° 16.5°' W
Wind: E-1 « Sea: Calm « Weather: Clear « Air Temp: + 0.8 °C

We awoke to a moody morning just off
Horseshoe Island. A light dusting of
snow had blanketed the rocky slopes
and boulders of Mount Searle and low
cloud drifted around. After breakfast
we ferried on zodiacs through a
narrow entry into a protected bay to
land just next to a hut that housed

Base Y, a British research station. As

well as moulting Adelie penguins
sheltering in the strips of snow among the rocks, we also saw a crabeater seal chilling on the

shore.
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We split into groups for our first

long hike of the expedition and set §

off to immerse ourselves in the
landscape. As we climbed to the
ridge above the bay, we could
gaze across the sound to
Pourquoi Pas Island and could
start to appreciate the immensity
of the environment. Our guides
talked about the startling geology,
so evident here where the rocks

are laid bare, not covered by the

soil of more temperate climates. Volcanic intrusions of black diorite thrust through the rougher

pink granite and here and there we saw ventifacts, sculpted by the wind over hundreds of

years. On the southern slopes, snowfields and the occasional slippery ice runnel made for

challenging hiking on occasions, but that didn’t seem to bother the Adelie Penguins who were

making the trek hundreds of meters from the sea to their nesting grounds.

At one point, some of
us stopped for a
minute of silence to
meditate and listen to
the sound of the wind
and very little else, a
rare treat and a |
chance to escape
from the hustle and
bustle of the modern <
world. We

descended rocky

slopes and snowfields back to the bay

Ortelius and a welcome lunch.

A

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS

and the waiting zodlacseore a transfer back to

~ T
b
™~

b

—




-
:

In the afternoon we

arrived at Cape

Calmette. Dominated
by huge scree
slopes, the southern

foreshore stretched

eastwards towards a
tongue of glacier at
the end of the fjord.
Opposite, huge

snow-covered

glaciers tumbled to

IS

the ocean, riven by crevasse fields and tiaing in ug walls of ice towers. We landed on
a steep pebbly beach, and trekked along the foreshore. Along the way, we saw crabeater and
Weddell seals basking on the shore and on ice floes. Overhead swooped brown skuas. Sadly,
there appeared to be quite a few dead seals and birds in this area, perhaps a result of avian
flu. Our kayak team had a wonderful time in this fjord, and on their zodiac journey back they
- were followed by a

curious leopard seal.

At the furthest end of
our hike, we paused
again for some
meditation, this time
augmented by the
gentle crash of waves
on the shore and the
: grinding of icebergs.

ey 3 PR The waves gave us
quite an exciting time getting back into the zodiacs at the end of our hike, with a significant

swell breaking on the beach.

Back on board Ortelius, our evening meal was taken al fresco with a barbecue on the heli deck
in bright sunshine that morphed into an amazing sunset on the snowy mountains around us.
While some of us danced on the deck in the setting sun, the second wave of campers
disembarked for a night under the stars. What a way to finish an incredible day in the deep

south.
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HIKING

AM: Horseshoe Island

Long hikers distance hiked: 7. 5 km
Medium hikers distance hiked: 5 km
Max elevation: 115m

Time taken: 3 hours 30 minutes

Terrain: Gravel, boulders up to 30 cm across, some grippy crystalline snow, occasional
hidden icy runnels

PM: Cape Calmette

Long + medium hikers distance hiked: 5.8 km
Max elevation: 28 m

Time taken: 2 hours 30 minutes

Terrain: Gravel, boulders up to 30 cm across

CAMPING

Location: small bay inside Cape Calmette

Total number of persons: 44 (+ 3 guides: Marco, Chloe & Valeria)
Overnight temperature: 0 °C

Terrain: small loose rocks
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We got dropped off by the expedition team in the zodiacs at around 8:45 pm, and on our way
over we were so incredibly lucky to spot a lone emperor penguin! We couldn’t believe our
eyes! Despite the lack of snow at our camping site, the rocky terrain proved to be a much
quicker environment to set up our sleeping kits. No digging snow and getting sweaty here!
We simply chose the most ‘flat ‘area we could find within the safety perimeter, and set up our
kits, with some of us getting tucked in well under 20 minutes of arriving! Valeria showed us
how to use the ‘toilet’, and what a view this toilet had looking out into the iceberg dotted bay!
And the guides reminded us that of them would always be awake during the night in case
anyone needed anything. As the fog started to lift around 11:30 pm. We were welcomed with
a beautiful display of stars above, with the twinkling Southern Cross visible and even a few
shooting stars and satellites observed. It was truly spectacular! We could also hear the
cracking of ice in the bay and calving of the glacier nearby which made for a breathtaking
soundtrack to fall asleep to. As the waning gibbous moon rose over the mountain, we were
reminded how lucky we were to be having this incredible experience in nature under the
moonlit polar sky. Some of slept soundly, others found the sleeping adjustment little
challenging, but all in all, what a wonderful night we had. We got woken up by the guides at
5:45 am, and our zodiac
chariots awaited us in
no time, taking us back
to the warmth and
comforts of Ortelius for
some pastries for
breakfast and time to
catch up on a little more
sleep before our

morning activities.

Day 7 — Tuesday 10t" March 2026 — Stonington Island and navigation
southbound

1200 GPS Position: 68° 16.9’ S; 067° 01.1' W

Wind: SW-2 « Sea: Calm « Weather: Clear sky ¢ Air Temp: + 1.5 °C
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The brave campers
returned early this
morning after a
beautiful starry
night outside,
sleeping near a

land-terminating
glacier on the
eastern coast of
Calmette Bay. As
soon as everyone
was back on board,
the anchor was

lifted, and we made

our way west and

south toward our new destination for the morning.

Chris and the expedition team had planned a full morning of free roaming around the small
island of Stonington, where historical artifacts, Adélie penguins, and incredible views of the

outlet glaciers flowing down from the Antarctic Peninsula Ice Sheet (APIS) awaited us.

After charging our batteries during breakfast, we hopped into the zodiacs and were shuttled
ashore, blessed by another calm and sunny day. A mild swell made our landing a little
interesting, although the conditions were ideal for photography and for a relaxing stroll around

the island.

Stonington Island is a small, rocky island located off the west coast of the Antarctic Peninsula,
known for its well-preserved historic research huts that played an important role in early
Antarctic exploration and scientific study. During the 1940s, both the United States and the
United Kingdom established bases there: East Base for the U.S. Antarctic Service Expedition
and Base E for the British Antarctic Survey. The wooden huts built during this time served as
living quarters, laboratories, and storage spaces for explorers who endured extreme cold,

isolation, and long polar winters while conducting research and mapping the region.
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Today, these huts remain largely intact and are protected as historic sites, offering a rare
glimpse into the harsh but pioneering life of early Antarctic scientists and explorers. Being able
to witness this time capsule firsthand was an absolute privilege, especially under a bright and

sunny sky. Some of us spent time watching the molting penguins near the shoreline, while

S ok

.| others climbed to a few

higher viewpoints,
soaking in the views of
- the Northeastern
- Glacier — the river of
ice that was once used
to access the ice sheet
and carry out the
surveying work  of

earlier explorers.

The drive back through
thick brash ice was also
great fun, and after
stripping off our layers, we headed to the restaurant for another replenishing meal. Before long,
we were underway again on a bearing of 270°, crossing the expansive Marguerite Bay under
easy sea conditions. Views stretched from the western coast of the Antarctic Peninsula to the
glaciated

peaks of
Adelaide

Island, and all
the way to the
snow-capped

mountains of

Alexander
Island.
Around 4
p.m., we

were invited

to meet

Marco in the

bar for an engaging talk about the Antarctic cryosphere, during which glacier formation and
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dynamics, together with sea ice, were thoroughly explained in preparation for the next day of

exploration that awaited us.

Surprisingly, right at the end of the lecture, a group of whales was sighted from the bridge in
the distance. A closer look allowed us to withess another unforgettable moment of this trip. At
least a hundred blows became visible, and as we made our way toward the group of humpback
whales, all kinds of displays were observed from the bow and outer decks — pec (pectoral fin)
slapping, tail lobbing, spy hopping, and the most wonderful of all, bubble net feeding! This is a
cooperative surface feeding technique where the whales dive below, then swim in upward
spirals while releasing bubbles from their blowholes. These bubbles create a ‘net’ that confuses
krill and traps them to the surface, forcing them into a dense ball, after which the whales lunge
up through the center to feed. In awe, we watched for more than an hour the show that Mother

Nature had set up for us.

Dinner and recap had to be postponed, and at the end of another wonderful day, we gathered

in the bar to hear the plans for the next day.
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Day 8 — Wednesday 11" March 2026 — Exploring around George VI
Sound

1200 GPS Position: 69° 21.4’ S; 069° 38.4' W

Wind: SW-3 « Sea: Rippled « Weather: Overcast « Air Temp: + 0.9 °C

We arrived at George VI Sound this morning. The weather was cloudy and a bit cold, with
many icebergs surrounding the ship. We went on a Zodiac cruise to explore this icy, unknown
area in hopes of spotting wildlife. It was drizzing when we started the activity. The

announcement also reminded everyone to dress warmly.

Fortunately, we
saw many
crabeater

seals—over ten |
of them—as well
as Weddell seals
and even a
leopard seal!
Among these
three species,
the Weddell

seals were the most alert. As soon as our Zodiac approached, they began looking around,

keeping a close eye on the movements of our boat. To avoid disturbing them, we wisely kept
our distance. Next were the crabeater seals, which were more laid-back. After a brief moment
of curiosity toward us, they went back to sleep, seemingly at ease and unconcerned that we
might disturb them. Next up was the most anticipated of all pinnipeds- the leopard seal, the
skilled hunters of Antarctica. They remained completely unbothered, utterly indifferent to our

sudden visit, exuding the confidence of a true apex predator.

Seeing so many seals made everyone excited and happy, but our expedition leader Chris had
an even more surprising treat in store. He found a large enough piece of sea ice near the ship
that could hold more than ten people at once. After we finished watching the seals, we took
turns stepping onto the ice. To our amazement, a mini outdoor bar had even been set up on

the ice. There, we held up Antarctic flags and champagne glasses, taking photos to
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commemorate this once-in-a-lifetime experience. It was such an unexpected delight! Everyone

was overjoyed.

Back on the ship,
we sailed through
the afternoon
toward our next
destination. But no
one was idle. Our
expedition guide,
Chloe, gave a
fascinating lecture

on pinnipeds,

covering all the G el ke NN
seal species we had seen on the journey. Her talk gave us a deeper understanding of these
creatures' adorable and resilient nature, as well as the diversity of seal species worldwide.
Some seals have evolved unique life processes to adapt to the extreme Antarctic weather,

which is truly admirable.
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She also shared the amusing and heartwarming story of Neil the Seal, a famous southern
elephant seal from Australia, which perfectly illustrated the harmonious relationship between
humans and animals. This Antarctic expedition has also allowed everyone to understand the

importance of animal protection and inspired us to actively join in the efforts to care for nature
and the environment

Day 9 — Thursday 12" March 2026 — Ridge Island & Dogleg Fjord
1200 GPS Position: 67° 38.9' S; 067° 03.0' W
Wind: SW-5 « Sea: Low * Weather: Part. Cloudy « Air Temp: + 5 °C

A new venue for many of the team, Ridge Island looked amazing with its jagged peaks and
patches of remaining snowfields. We quickly split into groups of long and medium hikers. The
long hikers took a slightly extended walk up to a fantastic viewpoint.
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The guides led the
team on new
unmarked terrain

~and even across

the flat summit ice.
The Long Hikers
- made it up to a
- caim for summit
~ photos and the

medium hikers

made it to the other
peak. As the medium hikers started to descend their peak the long hikers moved across the
summit snowfield before also summiting on the peak. Before descent, we took a minute of

silence to hear the quietness and vastness of this peak.

The descent was long but offered fantastic views of Ortelius in the bay and as people gathered
at the landing site those brave enough took to the icy waters for their polar plunge. We had it

all with people dipping a toe to full immersion and even some swimming.

The transfers with
cold wet people
quickly  happened
back to Ortelius and
people wanted to
grab their warm
showers before

lunch onboard.

The afternoon
involved a short transfer around to Dog Leg, again a relatively new venue for many of the team,
but vow, with barely a breath of wind and fantastic brash ice in the bay the afternoon packed

a punch.
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The hikers again
set off in two
groups whilst other
passengers chose
the slower, more
relaxing  landing
site to admire the
odd Adelie or take
pictures of the

multiple glaciers.

The two Adams took a team of kayakers out amongst the ice and explored along the coastline.
Observing some crabeater seals resting on ice flows and being able to get a little closer to the

glaciers was a very special landing.

Back onboard the team and guests relaxed with dinner and perhaps a few drinks to celebrate

what was a real day of exploration and excitement for so many.
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HIKING

AM: Ridge Island

Long hikers distance hiked: 8 km
Medium hikers distance hiked: 5 km
Max elevation: 235 m

Time taken: 4 hours

Terrain: soft snow, short section glacial ice, gravel and boulders up to 30cm across,
horizontal ice covered in either a film of water or 1-5 cm of crystalline snow. Scrambling for
approx. 10 m just below the summit, plus another 25 m section on descent to the beach.

PM: Dogleg Fjord

Long hikers distance hiked: 4.1 km
Medium hikers distance hiked: 2.8 km
Max elevation: 250 m

Time taken: 2 hours 30 minutes

Terrain: Gravel and boulders up to 20 cm across, one 10 m scrambling section. Descent on
soft snow
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Day 10 — Friday 13t March 2026 — Navigation northbound & Biscoe
Islands

1200 GPS Position: 66° 01.0’ S; 066° 19.8° W

Wind: NE-6 * Sea: Slight « Weather: Overcast « Air Temp: + 3.1 °C

Many of us slept through Chris’ wakeup call this morning, as our tired legs from yesterday’s
hikes wanted to stay horizontal. For those that dared to venture out before 9:30 am, were
pleased to join Koen in the bar for his lecture about his life experiences as a whale watching
guide, particularly with humpback whales in Tonga and Iceland. We got to hear some

fascinating accounts of these gentle giants, Koen’s enthusiasm and passion were infectious.

The morning was spent at sea as we sailed northward towards our next destination, either
being that of Fish Islands, or the nearby Biscoe islands, depending on which weather
conditions allowed us to drop the zodiacs. In the meantime, we continued to gaze out the
windows of Ortelius and admire the foggy, moody seascape as the odd Wilson’s storm petrel
flew by.

At 11:00 am, Adam (Turner), representing both Oceanwide Expeditions and the UK Antarctic
Heritage Trust, gave us an insightful history lecture about Operation Tabarin. Here we learnt
many fascinating stories about the British historic huts we have been seeing throughout the
voyage, and the conservation efforts that goes into preserving these time capsules of polar
history. It is just remarkable how these men survived (and worked!) down here in these frigid
and challenging

conditions.

After lunch, we arrived
at Biscoe Islands,
named after English
mariner and explorer
John Biscoe, the
commander of an

English expedition

which explored the =T : :
islands in March 1832. We got the all clear to drop the zodiacs, and off we ventured for a
zodiac cruise around these granite rocky isles. We spotted numerous animals on our cruise,
including southern gain petrels and their adorable fluffy chicks, Antarctic cormorants and their
almost fledged chicks, numerous Weddell seals hauled out on the rocks having an afternoon

snooze, and even some chinstrap penguins! A couple of zodiacs were even lucky to spot

A

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS



some Antarctic krill in the shallows! Despite their reputation of being ‘small microscopic
zooplankton’, we quickly learned that in fact these species can grow up to 6 cm in length! We
also spotted numerous skuas soaring above, no doubt keeping their eyes peeled for a
vulnerable petrel or cormorant chick to prey on. And there was a multitude of kelp gulls,
juveniles included, on lookout for the Antarctic limpet, a tasty treat they like to pull off the

rocks and digest the soft-bodied mollusk inside.

The Biscoe Islands were also a major haul out location for the charismatic Antarctic fur seal.
We spotted almost a hundred of these animals, all in fact male, as their female counterparts
are still nursing their pups in the northern subantarctic islands and don’t tend to venture this
fat south to the Antarctic Peninsula. Some of the fur seals we saw were so playful and
curious, swimming along the zodiac, often exhibiting ‘spiral swimming’ where they emerge
out of the water, rolling, and spinning their heads which is essential for agility, prey capture,
and play. This behaviour is used to build swimming skills, interact with others, and likely

assist with sensory processing or clearing water from their whiskers.

We also saw lots of the snow on the islands, dotted with a greenish and red hue — this was
snow algae which is a regular occurrence in the austral summer and autumn. The ‘green
snow’ which is
caused by
chlorophyte algae,
thrive on melting
show, are often
fuelled by nutrients
from penguin
guano and other
wildlife. As the

season progresses

or as the algae
face higher UV exposure, green algae produce red pigments (carotenoids/astaxanthin) to act
as a sunscreen and hence become a reddish/pink hue aptly named ‘watermelon snow’. After
being sheltered by these islands for the last few hours, it was time to head back towards
Ortelius in the waves and the wind, some of us getting a bit splashed, but well worth it for
these amazing wildlife encounters. Back on board we warmed up with some tea and hot
chocolate and prepared to head towards the Gerlache Strait where we would be spending

our last day of activities. Another day in paradise awaits!

A

OCEANWIDE

EXPEDITIONS



Day 11 — Saturday 14" March 2026 — Paradise Bay & Northbound

towards the Drake Passage

1200 GPS Position: 64° 54.3’ S; 062° 59.6' W
Wind: N-34 « Sea: Rippled « Weather: Overcast « Air Temp: + 3.3 °C

This morning we woke up aboard the Ortelius. After breakfast, many of us went up to the bridge
as the ship slowly navigated toward Paradise Bay. The weather was calm and the scenery
absolutely stunning, with snow-covered mountains and glaciers reflecting in the still water. It

already felt like a very special morning.

Soon we received the exciting news that we would be able to go out for one last long zodiac
cruise. Everyone was eager to get ready. Once we had boarded the zodiacs, we set off to
explore the bay for what turned out to be a truly magnificent final outing.

Almost immediately we began spotting whales. Blows appeared around us. They seemed
incredibly calm
and relaxed,
almost as if they
were resting or E
sleeping at the
surface. The sea
was so quiet that | .
we could
observe  them
peacefully

without

disturbing them.

Each time a whale surfaced, we waited patiently, hoping to see it dive. Of course, everyone
was hoping to see the fluke. As the whales slowly arched their backs, cameras were ready and
all eyes were fixed on the water, waiting for the beautiful moment when the fluke would rise

above the surface.

While we were waiting and scanning the water for the next whale, a delightful surprise arrived.

Our hotel manager Ingrid, together with her assistant Marlene, came to join us in a Zodiac and
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served us hot chocolate. It was a wonderful treat and everyone greatly appreciated it—hot
chocolate served in the middle of the Antarctic sea made the moment even more memorable.
We continued cruising through the bay and encountered several seals resting on the ice.
Among them were leopard seals and crabeater seals, both iconic inhabitants of these Antarctic

waters.

There was also wonderful bird life around us. Small storm petrels flew incredibly close to the
zodiac, dancing just above the water. It was fascinating to watch them picking tiny fish from

the surface with such speed and precision.

One of the highlights of the excursion was approaching a colony of gentoo penguins. Even
before we reached the shore, we could already smell the colony from a distance! It was
fantastic to observe this third species of penguin so closely. Watching them moving along the

beach and diving into the water was a wonderful experience.

At the end of our cruise we also saw Brown Station, the Argentine research base, before

eventually heading back toward the ship.

The atmosphere in the bay was calm and magical. Surrounded by ice, mountains, whales, and

seabirds, it felt like the perfect last zodiac excursion of our expedition. It was a morning none

of us will forget.
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After four hours out in the Antarctic air, a good meal on board was more than welcome. Later
in the afternoon we returned our rubber boots, marking the end of our landings and zodiac

excursions for this expedition.

The ship then set course for Ushuaia. It was pleasant to spend time looking through our photos
and sharing memories of the incredible moments we had experienced together during this

journey.

In the afternoon we attended an interesting lecture by Valeria about how to edit photographs,
which many of us found very useful. We also learnt from Chloe about a citizen science program
we can take part in, called ‘Happy Whale’ (www.happywhale.com) where we can upload our
photos of humpback whale flukes and even side profiles of leopard seals to an online database

where they use artificial intelligence software to match individuals.

It had been another truly beautiful final day aboard the Ortelius before crossing the Drake

Passage. Some of us were a little nervous for tomorrow’s forecast though!
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Day 12 — Sunday 15t March 2026 — At Sea in the Drake Passage
1200 GPS Position: 61° 26.4’ S; 065° 53.6' W
Wind: NE-5 « Sea: Moderate « Weather: Overcast * Air Temp: + 5 °C

Crossing the Drake Passage today, the weather was just as forecasted yesterday—quite windy
with significant swell, causing the ship to rock noticeably. Following the doctor's advice, many
people had taken motion sickness medication in advance, so most felt okay, handling it much
better than on the way here. In the morning, Assistant Expedition Leader Koen gave an
introduction to other itineraries offered by Oceanwide. After such a perfect voyage, many are

likely inspired to continue unlocking more unknown journeys with Oceanwide.

At 11:15 a.m., expedition staff
member Helene presented a
lecture on bird tracking. This talk
gave everyone a  deeper
understanding of these winged
creatures that soar freely in the sky
and their life journeys. Although
humans don’t have wings and

cannot fly, our exploration of the

L]
| Ssky has never ceased.

After lunch, the ship grew quieter.
The afternoon rocking felt like being in a cradle, helping everyone rest and nap more
peacefully. At 4 p.m., the sound of expedition guide Allan’s voice came over the loudspeaker,
inviting everyone to his lecture about Admiral Byrd's Antarctic snow cruiser. His talks are
always so engaging. Through his vivid and
humorous storytelling, everyone learned
about the ingenious ideas and remarkable
efforts humans have made to unlock the
mysteries of Antarctica and explore this icy
world. While some attempts may have

seemed a bit comical, the path of exploration

is always rugged and full of challenges.
People learn from their mistakes and find better solutions. Nothing is achieved effortlessly; only

by persevering despite failures can we reach our destination.
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In the evening, everyone gathered to watch a movie, fulfilling a request from the question box.
After eight consecutive days of Antarctic exploration, it was a wonderful opportunity to relax.

Watching a film together and enjoying a drink created a uniquely enjoyable atmosphere.

Day 13 — Monday 16" March 2026 — Drake Passage and the Beagle
Channel

1200 GPS Position: 56° 48.9’ S; 067° 09.7° W

Wind: NE-4 + Sea: Calm * Weather: Clear « Air Temp: + 8.9 °C

| This morning
‘ brought us much
° better sea
i conditions than
those of the
+ previous day.
Yesterday’s ‘Drake
Shake’ had given
&8 way to a much more

civilized scene

outside. Ortelius
was once again heading towards South America at full speed. The sun shone through
scattered clouds, and it was a balmy 7 degrees Celsius. The occasional albatross graced us
with its presence, as if to check us out before disappearing into the distance. As we headed
off to breakfast, the infamous landmark of Cape Horn lay over the horizon, some 105 nautical

miles ahead of the ship.

After breakfast, Expedition Leader Chris invited us to join him in the bar for his lecture titled
‘Calling Antarctica Home.” This was a portrait of the time he spent at New Zealand’s Scott
Base, located at the southern tip of Ross Island in the Ross Sea. Chris spent two summers
there as a field trainer and safety guide, ensuring that base personnel were trained to the
required standard and that field parties working in remote locations had all the necessary safety
cover. It was a riveting talk by Chris, as he shared a fantastic collection of his own pictures and

videos with us.
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Following a coffee break, we were invited back to the bar for a question-and-answer session
with Captain Per. This was a much anticipated and well-attended event, which provided a great
opportunity to learn more about Ortelius, life as an expedition ship Captain, and the personal
background of our charming and good-humored Captain. Having taken us all the way to
Antarctica, through many uncharted areas, and safely back to civilization, we really enjoyed
the relaxed way in which Captain Per interacted with his audience. In his trademark laid-back
style, he humored all manner of questions, both professional and personal. It was a lot of fun

to spend this time with our Captain.

After a short break, the
final buffet lunch of the
voyage was served.
Coming out of lunch,
we learned that land
was now in sight. The
southern tip of South
America was getting

ever closer, and Cape

Horn loomed large on

3

the horizon. There was a t period in Hg_afternoon rogra as we closed the géb to the
Cape, so many guests busied themselves with packing and settling shipboard accounts. These
are always bittersweet moments, as they are a reminder that the end of our Antarctic journey
is near, and we would soon have to say farewell to new friends that had all played a part in this

truly remarkable adventure.

As the afternoon progressed, the weather conditions remained in a state of near perfect. We
were now in a true ‘Drake Lake’. Such a wonderful feeling after the rough weather of the
previous day! By 15:30, we were just 5 nautical miles from Cape Horn. Chris made an
announcement inviting everyone to be out on deck or up on the bridge, to enjoy the experience
of passing one of the most famous nautical landmarks in the World. The Chilean Navy occupies
Cape Horn and have a regulation approach distance of 3 nautical miles. When we reached
that point, Ortelius made a slow turn to starboard, keeping the Cape on the port side. Most

guests were out on deck, enjoying the fine weather just as much as the sight of Cape Horn.

Visible through binoculars was the famous albatross memorial that sits on a rocky headland

overlooking the often-turbulent waters. This is a monument dedicated to all the sailors that lost
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their lives at sea and is accompanied by a wonderful poem written by Chilean poet, essayist

and journalist Sara Vial.....

| am the albatross that waits for you at the end of the world.

| am the forgotten souls of dead mariners who passed Cape Horn,
from all the seas of the world.

But they did not die in the furious waves.

Today they fly on my wings towards eternity in the last trough of the Antarctic winds.

At 16:15 expedition guide Valeria invited us to the bar for a workshop teaching us how to
prepare the perfect Argentinian Maté. As a native of Argentina, Valeria is the perfect teacher
for this much cherished tradition in her homeland. Her enthusiasm for the subject was there
for all to admire and enjoy. Those who didn’t attend continued with packing between enjoying

time out on deck in the glorious sunshine.

At 18:00 we all gathered in the bar one last time to join Captain Per and Expedition Leader
Chris for a farewell toast to the voyage. Captain Per took the opportunity to express his deep
gratitude to every member of his crew who had worked so hard to make this a memorable
voyage, and Chris called the expedition team forward so he could thank them as well. Then
we all settled down to enjoy the excellent trip slideshow which had been put together by
expedition guide Valeria. This wonderful memento of the voyage would be sent out by the
Oceanwide office, as long as those who wanted it had registered through the QR code posted

around the ship.

And then it was time for
our final dinner of the
voyage. Towards the end
Hotel Manager Ingrid
introduced her entire team
who paraded through the
restaurant to rapturous
applause. Meanwhile,

Ortelius continued into the

Beagle Channel and a
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rendezvous with the Pilot Station where a Pilot was waiting to guide us the final miles in to

Ushuaia. It was a beautiful evening to be in the Beagle Channel.

Day 14 — Tuesday 17" March 2026 — Disembarkation, Ushuaia
0800 GPS Position: 55° 42.4’ S; 064° 35.8° W
Wind: SW-1 « Sea: Calm « Weather: Overcast * Air Temp: + 7 °C

The final wake-up call was delivered by Chris, oh how we would miss these wake-up calls!
Chris instructed us to place our large checked in luggage in the corridors by 07:30 for transport
to the pier. Off we went for one last breakfast, a sad morning to say goodbye to all the incredible
dining room staff who had looked after us so well these last few weeks! Oh how we would miss
the delicious fresh baked bread and pastries! After checking our cabins one more time for left

behind items, we were ready to disembark.

Next up were the goodbyes to the hotel team, expedition team and most of all, each other.
Strangers at the beginning, some leaving as lifelong friends. To share an experience like this

together can create some very special bonds.

Some of us travelled directly to the airport, while others continued their journey into Ushuaia-
one of the gateways into Patagonia where many planned to hike and explore for the next
coming days. This expedition into the deep southern parts of the Antarctic Peninsula offered
us truly an incredible and adventurous experiences that we will cherish forever. Who knew that
one could not only zodiac cruise in Antarctica, but scale up high rocky mountains, kayak
through ice-berg dotted bays and camp under the stary night sky?! An adventure we will never

forget and so many stories to take home. Until next time!
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On behalf of Oceanwide Expeditions, Captain Per Andersson,
Expedition Leader Chris Long, Hotel Manager Ingrid van de Loo and all the crew and staff of

M/V Ortelius, it was a great pleasure and a privilege travelling with you!

Total distance sailed on our voyage: 2324.2 nautical miles
Most southern point sailed: 69° 21.4’ S; 069° 38.4°’ W
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Antarctica - Deep South Basecamp
M/ Ortelius
At to 17% of March 2026

1) 4% March — Embarkation Day, Ushuaia
2) 7t March - Detaille Island, Landing and Camping
3) 8" March - The Gullet and Blaiklock Island, Hiking

4) 9" March — Horseshoe Island and Calmette Point, Hiking and

Camping
5) 10" March — Stonington Island, Landing
6) 11" March — George VI Sound, Zod. Cruise
7) 12" March - Ridge Island and Dogs Leg Fjord, Hiking
8) 13t" March — Armstrong Reef, Zod. Cruise
9) 14" March — Paradise Bay, Zod. Cruise
10) 15/16* March - Paradise Bay, Zod. Cruise

11) 17" March — Disembarkation, Ushuaia




Birds and Marine Mammals of the Antarctic region

s |z (5 |8 |8 |[5 |§ |§ [§ |§ |§ [§ |§ |%
3 & 3 = 3 3 2 = 8 g 3 & @ 5
English Latin
Emperor Penguin Aptenodytes forsteri
King Penguin Aptenodytes patagonicus
Adélie Penguin Pygoscelis adeliae
Gentoo Penguin Pygoscelis papua papua
Chinstrap Penguin Pygoscelis antarctica
Macaroni Penguin Eudyptes chrysolophus
Magellanic Penguin Spheniscus magellanicus
Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans X
Northern Royal Albatross Diomedea sanfordi
Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora
Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris X
Grey-Headed Albatross Diomedea chrysostoma X
Light-Mantled Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata
Northern Giant Petrel Macronectes halli
Southern Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus X
Southern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialoides
Cape Petrel (Pintado) Daption capensis
Antarctic Petrel Thalassoica antarctica
Snow Petrel Pagodroma nivea
Blue Petrel Halobaena caerulea
White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis
Soft-Plumaged Petrel Pterodroma mollis X
Great-winged Petrel Pterodroma macroptera X
Atlantic Petrel Pterodroma incerta
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus X
Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis X
Antarctic Prion Pachyptila desolata X
Fairy Prion Pachyptila turtur X




4-Mar

5-Mar

6-Mar

7-Mar

8-Mar

9-Mar

10-Mar

11-Mar

12-Mar

13-Mar

14-Mar

15-Mar

16-Mar

17-Mar

English

Latin

Slender-billed Prion

Pachyptila belcheri

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel

Oceanites oceanicus

Black-bellied Storm-Petrel

Fregetta tropica

Grey-backed Storm-Petrel

Oceanites nereis

Common Diving-Petrel

Pelecanoides (urinatrix) berard

Magellanic Diving-Petrel

Pelecanoides magellani

Imperial (Blue Eyed) Shag

Phalacrocorax atriceps

Antarctic Shag Phalacrocorax bransfieldensis
Rock Shag Phalacrocorax magellanicus
Snowy Sheathbill Chionis alba

Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis

South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki

Sub-Antarctic (Brown) Skua

Catharacta lonnbergi

Dolphin Gull

Larus scoresbii

Kelp Gull

Larus dominicanus

South American Tern

Sterna hirundinacea

Antarctic Tern

Sterna vittata

Arctic tern

Sterna paradisaea

Other species




English

Latin

Marine mammals

Southern Right Whale

Eubalaena australis

Antarctic Minke Whale

Balaenoptera bonaerensis

Humpback Whale

Megaptera novaeangliae

Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis

Southern Bottlenose Whale

Hyperoodon planifrons

Arnoux's Beaked Whale

Berardius arnuxii

Long Finned Pilot whale

Globicephala melas

Killer Whale

Orcinus orca

Hourglass Dolphin

Lagenorhynchus cruciger

Peale’s Dolphin

Lagenorhynchus australis

Dusky Dolphin

Lagenorhynchus obscurus

Commerson’s Dolphin

Leopard Seal

Hydrurga leptonyx

Crabeater Seal

Lobodon carcinophagus

Weddell Seal

Leptonychotes weddelli

Southern Elephant Seal

Mirounga leonina

Antarctic Fur Seal

Arctocephalus gazella

Southern Sea Lion

Otaria flavescens

Ross Seal

Ommatophoca rossii

South American fur seal

Arctocephalus australis

Other species

4-Mar
5-Mar
6-Mar
7-Mar
8-Mar
9-Mar
10-Mar
11-Mar
12-Mar
13-Mar
14-Mar
15-Mar
16-Mar
17-Mar

Cephalorhynchus commersoni

X X | X | X




Chris Long —Expedition Leader

Chris grew up as a part of New
Zealand’s remotest family two long days
| hike from the nearest road at a place
called Gorge River, on the South Islands
West Coast, New Zealand.

His family lives as self-sufficiently as
possible in a small cabin surrounded by
the jungled rainforest, the rough rugged
coastline, and an emerald green
river. Most of their food came from a
huge vegetable garden or was fished
from the ocean. This wild untouched
natural corner of New Zealand was
Chris’s home for the first 17 years of his

- life, until, one day, he set out to explore
what the rest of the world had to offer.

Since leaving Gorge River Chris has set out to see, explore and
experience as much of the globe as possible. This constant search for
adventure has seen him travel to over 60 countries on all seven
continents. Along this journey, he spent two full summer seasons living
and working as a field trainer at Scott Base, a New Zealand research
station in Antarctica, as well as multiple voyages to the Ross Sea and East
Antarctica.

Chris is also no stranger to the arctic. He once sailed the notorious
northwest passage across the top of Greenland, Canada, and Alaska and
spent much of the covid pandemic living with 150 husky dogs in Tromso,
northern Norway, enduring two long cold dark arctic winters training for
long distance dog races.

Since recently returning to New Zealand, he has published an
autobiography and is training for his commercial fixed-wing pilot’s
license.



Koen Hoekemeijer—Asst. Exp. Leader

Koen Hoekemeijer was born in 1974 in
The Netherlands. When it comes to
nature and wildlife Koen was quite a late
bloomer as he had always been more
into nightlife and sunny beaches. But
that all changed when he discovered his
passion for wildlife and photography in
2009 in Costa Rica. It was during this
trip that Koen saw his first humpback
whales and he fell in love with them
instantly. Not only did it make him eager
to see more and different types of
whales in locations all over the world,
but he also wanted to learn to take
better photos of these amazing
creatures. And with the love for whales
and photography, came a broader passion for all sorts of wildlife.

Since that memorable vacation in 2009, Koen has been travelling the
planet to see and photograph the world’s most beautiful places. Usually
from boats, jeeps or simply face down in the mud, but since 2016 also
underwater. Snorkeling in the presence of whales and orcas is bringing
Koen pure happiness.

Among his favourite animals are whales, orcas, penguins, tigers and
jaguars. But in between safaris, he also likes to do street photography and
capture life and portraits of people all over the world.

Koen believes that travelling does not only enrich your life, it also makes
you more humble, more appreciative and it provides new levels of
perspective and understanding. Koen has won the prestigious WWF
Frans Lanting Photo contest, and in 2020 he won the Ellen Fitzgibbon
Memorial Photography competition. It's Koen’s dream to one day have a
Vizsla dog and own a small cabin somewhere in northern Norway
surrounded by snow and trees ;).



Allan White - Expedition Guide

Allan was born and raised in the Falk-

land Islands. He’s a fifth generation

Islander, and a descendant of one of
- the original British colonists in 1840. His
higher education was completed in
England, after which he embarked on a
military career.

He joined the British Army aged 17.
After serving in West Germany for two
years during the Cold War period, he
completed deployments in Northern
Ireland, Cyprus as a United Nations
peace-keeper, and with British Forces
South Atlantic Islands. He left the Army
to settle back in the Falklands.

While working as a Port Agent, Allan worked with the late Lars-Eric
Lindblad, the inspirational pioneer of the small-ship expedition cruising
concept. He encouraged Allan to become a Zodiac driver and go to sea
for a year. Thirty years later, he’s still at it. His voyages have taken him all
over the world, with particular focus on the Polar regions. His travel
experience ranges from 90° North to 78° South.

In the Falklands, Allan and his wife owned and operated their own tourist
lodge for over a decade. More recently they managed a privately owned
island, where they were the sole residents for almost 5 years, with
thousands of albatrosses, penguins and seals for neighbours.

Allan is an experienced guide and Zodiac driver, with a keen interest in
natural history and heroic age polar exploration. He lives in the Falklands
capital Stanley, with his wife Jacqui.



Hélene de Méringo — Exp. Guide

Native from Brittany in France, Hélene
quickly developed a passion for nature
and wildlife.

After studying biology and ecology, she

multiplied missions in various latitudes,

- working for conservation programs in

=~ Guinea, Quebec, and research

~ programs in New Zealand and
4 Indonesia.

= In 2008, she winters in the Kerguelen
Archipelago as a volunteer biologist for
the French Polar Institute and develops
a real interest for island ecosystems and
the polar world. A grandiose and
decisive experience. She continues her experience in the Great South as
an agent of the French Southern and Antarctic Natural Reserve. 8.64 cm

Since 2012, she works as an engineer in a research team focus in island
ecology. This work leads her to regularly participate in on-board missions
to study seabirds nesting in remote islands, particularly in the Pacific.

Since January 2019, she has been participating in cruises to the Antarctic
Peninsula and the Arctic on expedition ships with Oceanwide Expedition.



Chloe Power — Expedition Guide

Chloe grew up in a small town on the
east coast of Australia but has been
calling Tasmania and California home
for the last few years. Chloe has a
background in marine science and high
school teaching and likes to think as
science as just measurable magic!

Chloe’s bachelor studies focused on
the intertidal ecology of her Australian
hometown of Caves Beach NSW, while
her postgrad studies involved

il researching the biological
oceanography of tropical (Ningaloo
Reef, Australia) and frozen (Antarctica
and North Japan) environments.

Chloe first visited Antarctica in 2018 during her Masters year, where she
stayed on New Zealand’s Scott Base in the Ross Sea region, inevitably
caught the ‘polar bug’, and has been guiding in Antarctica ever since.

Chloe has an immense passion for science communication and ocean
conservation. In her free time, she is an Education Volunteer at the Marine
Mammal Centre in San Francisco that rescues, rehabilitates, and releases
sick and injured seals and sea otters.

Chloe’s love for the ocean and wildlife is boundless, no matter what
latitude. You'll always find her by the water - swimming, surfing, or tide
pooling. Chloe has guided in the Kimberley (AUS), Indonesia, NZ,
Antarctica (Peninsula & Ross Sea), and her most favourite - the stunning
subantarctic islands. She loves art, crocheting, a good book, and can’t
wait to explore the magical Southern Ocean with you!



Marco Rosso — Expedition Guide

Marco was born in the region of
Prosecco & Tiramisu in Northern
. ltaly.

. He graduated in  Mechanical
Engineering at the University of
Padua, his native city, and
subsequently achieved a Master’s
degree in “Turbomachinery and Fluid
Dynamics” at the Von Karman
Institute in Brussels, Belgium.

Currently he is studying Earth
Science at Stockholm University,
« Sweden.

After a few years working in the automotive industry, he decided to
embark himself on a new quest. For two years he backpacked from the
tropical forests of Central America, through the snowy peaks of the
Andean Cordillera, rolling all the way down to the tip of South America.

The raw and powerful beauty of Patagonia convinced him to swap Mother
Nature wonders for mankind artifacts. Fascinated by applied geophysics,
he therefore decided to use is deep and broad knowledge in
thermodynamics and fluid mechanics to satisfying his innate curiosity,
thereby started to study Earth Science.

During the last decade he has been living in Puerto Natale, Chile; leading
groups as a trekking guide and tour leader in some of the most beautiful
and rugged trails of Patagonia and for four years has started to join
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic on board of Oceanwide vessels.



Valeria Sainz Herrera — Exp. guide

Valeria Sainz Herrera is an Argentine
photographer. She grew up in Buenos
Aires, capital of Argentina. Throughout
the years she has found that one of her
greatest passions is to travel to the
wildest and remotest places around the
~ world. So, traveling as much as she
' could, she found in the photography, a
profession that gives her the freedom to
know and live in different locations.

Nowadays she spends her life between
“the poles”, working as a guide for
Oceanwide Expeditions, and during the
rest of the year you could find her in a
beautiful island names llhabela in Brazil,

working in tourism area.

Living in different countries allows her to learn and practice many activities
that she enjoys, especially in naturals environments, like rock climbing
and skiing in the Argentinian Patagonian Andes or camping and hiking in
the central region of Argentina and, in Brazil, she learned other kinds of
sports like scuba diving, kayaking and sailing.

She is also particularly interested in the history of the expeditions that
discovered and mapped some of the places we are about to visit. This
gives her the chance to share fascinating stories on board.

The Antarctic and The Arctic were always a dream of her, and now are
part of her life.



Li Ye - Translator

Li was born and raised in China,her

childhood’s dream was to travel the

world and she had visited more than 50

3 cities in more than 20 countries around
. the world.

She fell in love with polar expedition on
. her first trip to the Antarctica and plans
| to continue her career in this field to
. become a professional expedition

~ guide.

-, Li has wide range of hobbies,she likes
calligraphy, incense, tea, sports and
- travel. When not working in the polar

““ region,Li also likes to try and challenge
new things.It's hard to imagine such a slim girl like her once went to
Chiang Mai, Thailand,to learn Muay Thai by herself.Li is also a influencer
who loves to share her experiences traveling around the world and
working in the polar regions.




Adam Harmer — Kayak Leader

Adam has been paddling for over 20
years and this includes on all seven
Continents. He calls the mountains and
the Ocean his home.

Currently Adam lives in North Wales UK.
. He spends much of his life training and
!| assessing outdoor instructors around
# the world.

I Whether that is sea kayaking in Canada
= or Chile or raft guides and instructors on
~ rivers in Africa.

Adam is also more than happy when he
is working at home, where he shares his
passion and extensive outdoor experience in training outdoor
professionals and guides.

A previous winner of the Yukon 1000, the Worlds Longest Kayak race,
first descents in Africa and South America and coaching under the Golden
Gate Bridge and Antarctica so some of his highlights.

Adam also loves sharing the outdoors with people, sharing the interaction
of nature, the sounds of waves crashing or seeing something special
means the world to Adam.

He has two children and loves taking his family on ‘Outdoor Adventures’



David McKinley — Mountain Guide

Dave “Narly” is an IFMGA Ski &
Mountain Guide with 30+ years
Guiding. Based in Twizel near
Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park, with his
lovely wife, 3 dogs and guest
appearances from their 3 children.

' He is passionate about sharing his
experience and joy in exploring the
more remote parts of our world with
people and, having a previous life as a
chef, he has a belief that guiding is a
part of the “hospitality” industry at its
heart.

He has climbed and guided in Europe,
Alaska, New Zealand, Nepal, Tibet and
South America. Including successful
ascents of Everest, Lhotse, Manaslu, Denali and Aconcagua and many
more.

Dave has been a willing repeat offender with OceanWide Expeditions
since 2019 and loves sharing the special experience of mountaineering
in Antarctica with all our guests.

When not climbing, guiding or Heliskiing in the Southern Alps he has a
passion for training and working with Avalanche Search and Rescue
dogs and is a member of the local Land Search and Rescue team.




Andy Perkins — Mountain Guide

Andy Perkins is an IFMGA mountain
guide living in Chamonix at the foot of
Mont Blanc, western Europe’s highest
mountain. He has been climbing and
skiing since he was a teenager and has
worked as a qualified mountain guide for
over twenty years.

' His “normal” work is as a guide in the
| European Alps. In the summer he
guides climbing and mountaineering
clients from all over the world. In winter
he works with off piste skiers in and
around lift-served ski resorts and by
using ski touring equipment to access
4 more remote spots. It's in that capacity
that he discovered the magical combination of mountains and ocean,
initially through ski sail trips in Arctic Norway. He has pursued that
fabulous formula with trips to Iceland and Greenland over recent years.

Here are three highlights from his mountain experience:

« 17 days on Cerro Kishtwar’s north face in the Indian Himalaya .
Intensity of experience is his goal in personal climbing, and this one
had it in spades.

. 2rescues on Denali, the second of which earned him the Denali Pro
Award and an Award for Bravery from the US Department of the
Interior.

. Skiing in Arctic Norway with his wife Lise, 60 years after his dad was
pioneering there in the 1950’s. Mountains run in the family!

He speaks fluent English and French and basic German and Italian.

His aim as a guide is to share his love of the wild places of the world and
to maximise his clients’ potential - to exceed their expectations of what
they’re capable of. This often means taking on new skills as well as
sharpening existing ones. The big grins when someone finally “gets it”,
whether skiing or climbing, makes his job as a guide a real joy.



Jaye Martin — Ships Doctor

Jaye graduated from the University of
Nottingham in the UK then worked as a
{ junior doctor there for 5 years before
emigrating to Western Australia, where
. she has been based ever since. She
4 completed her specialist training in Perth
and has worked as a Consultant
| Physician (Internist) since, both in city
teaching hospitals but predominantly in
' rural and remote parts of the state. For
- the past 20 years she has lived in the
remote Kimberley region (3000km from
! Perth) in the north west of the state,
| travelling by 4WD and light plane to
i provide clinics in small isolated towns

== and Aboriginal communities. She also
works in the region’s hospitals, providing clinics and acute medical care.

e

Jaye has been travelling to the polar regions since 2003, when she visited
East Antarctica as a tourist to view a total solar eclipse. Since then she
has made numerous trips to Antarctica on expedition cruise ships, working
sometimes as doctor and sometimes as Assistant Expedition Leader. She
has visited the peninsula many times, including once by a 60 foot sail boat,
has made 3 trips to the Ross Sea Region and visited many of the
subantarctic islands around the continent. In the northern hemisphere she
has travelled to Svalbard and Greenland, and has crossed the NE
passage in the Russian Arctic, a trip on which she gave history lectures
as well as working as the doctor.

Back home in Australia Jaye has worked as Expedition Leader on
Kimberley coastal cruises. When not working Jaye enjoys competitive
yacht racing, 4WD treks and camping in remote outback Australia.
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Deep South Basecamp!
Welcome on Board!

Date: 4th March 2026

s D2Y 1 Ushuaia

Please make yourselves at home in your cabins and check you have received all
your luggage! Tea/coffee is available in the Bar located on Deck 6.
PLEASE LISTEN FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

17:00+/- Ship safety briefing, in the Bar on Deck 6. Attendance to this is
MANDATORY. After the briefing the emergency alarm will be sounded,
and you will need to go back to your cabin and get your life jacket. All
guests will go to their MUSTER STATION which the Bar on Deck 6.

18:15 Please join the Expedition Team and Captain in the Bar on Deck 6 for a
celebratory toast to the forthcoming voyage. This will be followed by a
welcome briefing by the Hotel Manager and Expedition Leader to
orientate you to life on board and explain the plan for the forthcoming
days.

19:30 Buffet dinner in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

Please note that tonight we will be sailing into the open sea. Take your seasickness
medication before you really feel the movements of the vessel, the doctor will be
available in the bar after diner to assist with such matters. Make sure that all your

belongings are put away safely and that doors and drawers in your cabin are tightly

closed. Walk slowly on the ship, always use one hand for yourself and one for the ship
and beware of your fingers because of doors slamming!

"All things considered there are only two kinds of men in the world; those that stay at
home and those that do not, the latter are more interesting." - Rudyard Kipling
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 5" March 2026
s D2Y 2 Northern Drake Passage

Remember: walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for the ship at
all times. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from door frames.

07:45 Wake up call.
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

09:15 Kayakers, please join the kayak team leaders in the bar for your
mandatory kayak safety briefing.

11:15 Please join the Camping guides in the bar for a mandatory camping
briefing

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

During the day, please take a moment to clean all clothing and equipment you plan to
take ashore. Pay special attention to the mesh on backpacks, pockets, and Velcro.
Brushes and paperclips will be available for borrowing at the library. If you have any

questions, feel free to ask a member of the expedition staff. Tomorrow we will do our

mandatory biosecurity checks of everyone.

14:00 Anyone wanting to do Long Hikes, please join the long hiking guides in
the bar for your mandatory safety briefing.

16:15 Valeria invites you to join her in the Bar for a presentation titled Essential
tip for photography in Antarctica.

18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap, this is a daily event
where we go through what we have seen during the day and plans for
tomorrow.

19:00-+ Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

“One must never be in haste to end a day; there are too few of them in a lifetime”. -
Sir Francis Drake
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Deep South Basecamp!
Date: 6" March 2026

s 2y 3 Southern Drake Passage

Remember: walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for yourself but at
least one hand for the ship. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from door
frames.

During the morning, please take a moment to clean all clothing and equipment you plan to
take ashore. Pay special attention to the mesh on backpacks, pockets, and Velcro. Brushes
and paperclips will be available for borrowing at the library. If you have any questions, feel
free to ask a member of the expedition staff.

07:45 Wake up call.
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

09:15 Please join Alan in the bar for his lecture about: Sled dogs, the unsung heroes
of Antarctic Exploration

10:30 Please join Chris, the Expedition Leader, in the Bar on Deck 6 for the
Mandatory IAATO and Zodiac Briefing. Attendance is mandatory and will be
checked.

11:45 You will be called deck by deck down to the Lecture Room on Deck 3 to collect

your Muck Boots, please bring your thick socks so you can try them for size.

After collecting your muck boots please see Adam in the bar to sign up
for Kayak activity groups.

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

14:00 We will call you deck by deck to the bar for the MANDATORY IAATO
Biosecurity. When called, please bring all your outer garments, bags, boots,
life jackets, tripods, etc. that you plan to use in Antarctica for the expedition staff
to check. Please make sure everything is clean before proceeding to the lounge
and ensure you sign the self-declaration form once you have been approved
by the Expedition Team.

16:30 Please join Marco in the bar for his Introduction to Antarctica lecture.
18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for daily recap.
19:00 Plated dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

“A journey is a person, no two are alike. And all plans, safeguards, policies, and coercion are
fruitless. We find after years of struggle that we do not take a trip, a trip takes us.” — John Steinbeck
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 7" March 2026
s D2Y 4 Arriving in Antarctica — Crystal Sound

Sometime in the in the morning, we will be crossing the Antarctic circle!

07:45 Wake up call.

08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

During the morning, we will be cruising into Crystal Sound, be on deck to take in our first
views of the jagged mountains and colossal ice bergs of Antarctica.

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

In the afternoon we hope to visit Detaille Island, a small rocky island off the Loubet Coast of
the Antarctic Peninsula that became the site of a British research base in 1956. The base,
known as Base W and operated by the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey (later the
British Antarctic Survey), was abruptly abandoned in 1959 when sea ice made resupply too
dangerous, leaving buildings and equipment preserved as a historic site.

TBD We hope to invite you to the gangway for our first landing of the voyage. Please
wear your lifejackets and waterproof clothing.

TBD Kayakers meet in the bar wearing thermal base layers
18:00 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for daily recap.
18:30 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

In the evening after dinner, we hope to take the first group camping, on Detaille Island.
Listen to announcements.

“One must never be in haste to end a day; there are too few of them in a lifetime”. -Sir
Francis Drake

Sunset: 20:48 Sunrise: 06:36
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 8" March 2026
s D2y 5 Horseshoe Island

This morning there will be no wake-up call. Wake up at your leisure.
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

In the morning around 08:30, we will be passing through the Gullet, a narrow,
dramatic channel between Adelaide Island and Graham Land. Known for steep
mountains, glaciers, ice bergs, and heavy sea ice, navigation is often difficult. It was
first charted during early 20th-century Antarctic exploration, including surveys by the
British Graham Land Expedition led by John Rymill.

12:00-13:00 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

In the afternoon, we hope to land on Horseshoe Island, a small, ice-covered island
off the west coast of the Antarctic Peninsula, near Marguerite Bay. It is best known
for hosting the former British research station Base Y, which operated there in the
1950s and 1960s. It’s also a good place to take a long hike up onto the top of the
island. We hope to also offer kayaking.

13:30+/- We hope to invite everyone to the gangway for a zodiac landing at
Horseshoe Island. First, we will call all of those who want to do a long
hike. Followed by those who want a leisurely stroll.

13:30+/- Kayakers meet in the bar wearing thermal base layers
18:30 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap.
19:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

"If there really is a pole at the South Pole, | bet there's some dead explorer-guy with
his tongue stuck to it."
Bob Van Voris
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Deep South Basecamp!
Date: 9" March 2026

s D2 6 Horseshoe Island and Camp Point
06:45 Wake up call.

07:00-08:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

In the morning, we hope to land on Horseshoe Island, a small, ice-covered island off
the west coast of the Antarctic Peninsula, near Marguerite Bay. It is best known for
hosting the former British research station Base Y, which operated there in the 1950s
and 1960s. It’s also a good place to take a long hike up onto the top of the island.
We hope to also offer kayaking.

07:45+/- We hope to invite everyone to the gangway for a zodiac landing at
Horseshoe Island. First, we will call all of those who want to do a long
hike. Followed by those who want a leisurely stroll.

08:00+/- Kayakers meet in the bar wearing thermal base layers
12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

In the afternoon we hope to land at Camp Point, a prominent rocky headland on the
coast of Marguerite Bay along the western side of the Antarctic Peninsula. It was
named by the United Kingdom Antarctic Place-Names Committee because it served
as a campsite for survey teams working in the area during mid-20th-century British
Antarctic expeditions. It is a good place for hiking up near a spectacular glacier.

14:00+/- We hope to invite everyone to the gangway for a continental zodiac
landing at Camp Point. First, we will call all of those who want to do a
long hike. Followed by those who want a leisurely stroll.

14:00+/- Kayakers meet in the bar wearing thermal base layers.
18:00 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap.
18:30 BBQ dinner out on deck.

20:45 It is likely that the Red group will go camping at 20:45.

“Even if you never have the chance to see or touch the ocean, the ocean touches you
with every breath you take, every drop of water you drink, every bite you consume.
Everyone, everywhere is inextricably connected to and utterly dependent upon the

existence of the sea”. - Sylvia Earl
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 10t March 2026
s D2Y 7 Stonington Island
07:45 Wake up call.
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

09:00 We hope to invite everyone to the gangway for a zodiac landing at
Stonington Island.

09:00+/- Kayakers listen to announcements and meet in the bar

At the end of the landing, we'll be offering a Polar Plunge for those feeling brave!
Please wear your swimsuit underneath your expedition's waterproof gear. Towels will
be provided, so do not bring the towel from your cabin along.

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

16:15 Please join Marco in the bar, for his lecture about the: The Antarctic
Cryosphere: Sea Ice, Ice Shelves and Glaciers

18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap.
19:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.
“Even if you never have the chance to see or touch the ocean, the ocean
touches you with every breath you take, every drop of water you drink, every
bite you consume. Everyone, everywhere is inextricably connected to and

utterly dependent upon the existence of the sea”.
Sylvia Earl
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 11t March 2026

s 02 8 George VI Sound

EXPEDITION DAY

Today will be a true expedition day in George VI Sound. George VI Sound is a long, ice-
filled channel separating Alexander Island from the Antarctic Peninsula, largely covered by
the George VI Ice Shelf. It was first identified from the air in 1936 during the British Graham

Land Expedition and later confirmed by ground surveys, playing an important role in
mapping the region.

We will be pushing south to see how far south we can get. Along the way we will be

searching for wildlife. The plan below is a hopeful plan A. These plans may change.

07:45 (Or earlier)  Wake up call.
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

09:00 We hope to invite you to the gangway for a long zodiac cruise in George VI
Sound. Dress very warm for this so we can maximize our time off the ship. If
you only want a short zodiac cruise, please come last to the gangway.

We will assess the conditions for kayaking

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

14:00 We hope to invite you to the gangway for a long zodiac cruise in George VI
Sound. Dress very warm for this so we can maximize our time off the ship. If
you only want a short zodiac cruise, please come last to the gangway.

We will assess the conditions for kayaking

18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap.

19:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

"There is no bad weather, only bad clothing."

Norwegian saying
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 12" March 2026
s D2 9 Ridge Island and Dogs Leg Fjord

07:15 Wake up call.
07:30-08:30 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

08:15 We hope to invite everyone to the gangway for a landing and hike on
beautiful Ridge Island, a place we have never landed at before. We ask
the long hikers to be on the first zodiacs.

08:30 We hope to call the kayakers to the bar in their thermals, for kayaking
At the end of the landing, we'll attempt a Polar Plunge for those feeling brave! Please

wear your swimsuit underneath your expedition's waterproof gear. Towels will be
provided, so do not bring the towel from your cabin along.

13:00-14:00 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

15:00 We hope to invite you to the gangway for a landing and hike at Dogs Leg
Fjord. This is another scenic location where we have not been before, the
adventure continues!

15:15 We hope to call the kayakers to the bar in their thermals, for kayaking
18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap.
19:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

“I don’t know where I’'m going, but | promise it won’t be boring’.

-David Bowie-
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Deep South Basecamp!
Date: 13" March 2026
s D2 10 Fish islands

07:45 Wake up call.
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

09:30 Please join Koen in the bar for his lecture about his life experiences as a
whale watching guide, particularly with Humpback Whales.

11:00 Adam Turner invites you to the Bar, for his history lecture about
Operation Tabarin. Here you will learn more about the British historic
huts we have been seeing throughout the voyage.

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

14:15+/- We hope to take you for a zodiac around the ice capped Fish Islands.
Here we hope to see some penguins and seals, and the chance of whales
as well. This zodiac cruise can be as long as we want it to be so dress
warmly. If you would like a shorter cruise, please come to the gangway
last in the que.
We will assess the conditions for kayaking

18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap.

19:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

"If you're a leader, a fellow that other fellows look to, you've got to keep
going".

-Sir Ernest Shackleton-
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 14" March 2026
s D2y 11 Paradise Harbour

07:15 Wake up call.
07:30-08:30 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.
In the morning, we hope to zodiac cruise Skontorp Cove in Paradise Harbour,

where we can see nesting Antarctic shag, gentoo penguin colonies, and hopefully
seals and whales.

08:30+/- We hope to take you for a zodiac cruise in Paradice Harbour. Dress
warmly so we can maximize our time off the ship. If you would like a
shorter zodiac cruise, please go last to the gangway.

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

In the afternoon we will be sailing away from Antarctica, be on deck to get our
final views of this mystical continent.

16:15 Please join Valeria for her photo lecture, in the bar, to conclude our photo
workshop program of the voyage.
18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap

19:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4.

“Why then do we feel this strange attraction for these Polar regions, a
feeling so powerful and lasting, that when we return home, we forget the mental
and physical hardship, and want nothing more than to return to them?”

-Jean Baptiste Charcot, French explorer-
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 15" March 2026
s D2Y 12 - Drake Passage.

Today there will be no wake-up call. Wake up at your leisure.

Remember: The ship will be rolling, please keep one hand for the ship at all
times as you move about. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from
door frames.

08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4.

09:30 Enjoyed travelling with us to Antarctica? Please join Koen in the Bar for
a presentation about Oceanwide’s other destinations.

11:30 Please join Helene in the bar for her lecture about: How to track Birds

12:30-13:30 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4.

16:15 Allan invites you to the Bar for a lecture titled “‘The Curious Case of
Admiral Byrd’s Antarctic Snow Cruiser'.

18:15 Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap, there will also be some
important information from Ingrid Hotel manager regarding the
conclusion of the voyage.

19:00 Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4.
“Notorious for violent storms which quickly turn a moderate sea into
violent confusion, turmoil and mountainous waves.”

- Shackleton describing the Drake Passage-
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 16" March 2026.
s D2Y 13 - Approaching South America.
Today there will be no wake-up call. Wake up at your leisure.

Remember: When the ship is rolling, keep one hand for the ship at all times as
you move about. Shut all doors firmly and keep fingers away from door
frames.

08:00-09:00 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4.

After breakfast, please finish settling your accounts at Reception. Please
ensure your account is settled before 17:00 at the latest.

09:30 Join Chris for a lecture; Calling Antarctica Home: about his time living at
New Zealand’s Scott Base

11:30 Please join Captain Per in the bar, for Questions and Answers!
12:30-13:30 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4.

16:15 Valeria invites you to the bar for her workshop: How to prepare the
perfect Argentinian Mate

18:00 Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for Captain’s Farewell Cocktails and
a viewing of the voyage slideshow. A copy of the slideshow will be sent
to you after the voyage along with your trip log.

19:00 Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4.

PLEASE NOTE: Upon arrival in Ushuaia, we will provide free buses to the airport for morning
flights only, at 08:45 a.m. For guests with afternoon flights, we will transfer your luggage to the storage
center (1210 Av. Maipu), and you will need to pick up your luggage before 14:00 hrs.

You just need to indicate your luggage on the pier and ensure the stevedores load it into the truck.
For guests who have their own transportation or planning to stay in Ushuaia, please wait until
the ship is cleared by the port agent, and you are free to go with your luggage.
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Deep South Basecamp!

Date: 17t March 2026

07:15 Wake-up call.
Please ensure your luggage is outside your room before 07:30am.

07:30-08:30 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4.

PLEASE NOTE: Upon arrival in Ushuaia, we will provide free buses to the airport for
morning flights only, departing at 08:45. For guests with afternoon flights, we will
transfer your luggage to the storage center (1210 Av. Maipu), and you will need to pick
up your luggage before 14:00 hrs. You just need to identify your luggage on the pier
and ensure the stevedores load it into the truck. For guests who have their own
transportation or planning to stay in Ushuaia, please wait till the ship is cleared by the
port agent and you are free to go with your luggage.

08:30+/- We invite all guests to disembark.

From all the Expedition Team and Crew on board M/V Ortelius, we wish you safe
onward travels and thank you for sharing this incredible voyage with us.
We look forward to sailing with you again in the future.

“It's when you are safe at home that you wish you were having an adventure.
When you're having an adventure, you wish you were safe at home."
- Thorton Wilder-
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